March 14, 2009

Hi John, 

first of all,,,,we don't even have the slightest idea of how to articulate how thankful we are to you,,,,,can't even begin to imagine what we would have done,,,,would have been a nightmare without you,,,,really,,,,,,I'm sorry about the lapse in communication,,,,all so very overwhelming,,,,,anyway,,hope that none of these are too disturbing,,but it's a quick summary of the last year and 1/2,,culminating with,,today!!! the thank you pic is our only hope of expressing our thanks,,so you'll be the first one to see it!

first is with Buddy and our beloved lab ( who,,unfortunately, we are heartbroken,,,,,,had to be put down on tuesday,,I guess when it rains,,it pours,,,),,then,,Buddy doing what he loves best,,,flying,,,( just pretend here tho ),,then,,when he went into renal failure a year ago,,October 6, 2007,,the day he came home with this catheter for his dialysis access,,,then,,,Buddy after he and I began home hemodialysis after a 3 week training,,his treatments were 6 days a week,,,4 hours a day,,,,then,,,recovery room after 12 hour surgery,,,January 23, 2009,,,,2 more,,one with me,,,,the the back of his ICU bed,,so many machines,,,,then,,,the sign greeting him on his door on the surgical floor after ICU,,,,and then,,finally,,,with aforementioned thank you,,,,,,

I can dig out his make a wish pics too if you'd like,,,4 years ago,,,we went out to Nellis air force base for him to meet the thunderbirds,,,he wanted to go up,,but they said since 9-11,,they no longer take kids up,,,,they were wonderful to him,,and all of us,,,

anyway,,,,he is now home,,but as you know,,,he needs to travel to Boston every week,,sometimes once,,sometimes twice,,,a week,,,,between discharge from hospital and being allowed to travel home,,the hotel literally saved us,,nothing else is even remotely close,,,he has no energy or stamina,,and had to walk to dialysis treatments and various appts,,,,,everyday we had to go to hospital for something,,so to be next door,,anything else would have been so unimaginably difficult,,,,he could barely walk 2 blocks,,,,was just exhausted,,not to mention the  comfort of being so close if God forbid anything had happened,,,,,so,,,thank you seems inadequate,,,,,,really,,,,,,you really saved us,,,,absolutely you did,,,,,and we couldn't be more grateful,,thankful to you,,,,,and yes,,they were very kind to us,,,,,thank you so much for asking,,,,

I hope the pics are something along the lines of what you were looking for,,,,,,if you' d like more,,,,or anything else,,,please let us know,,,,

he is doing very well,but has challenges ahead,,,I keep saying that I think we've made it over the mountain,,but still have many hills to climb,,,,,,,he is still having difficultly eating,,,,just has no appetite,,his meds regimen is very strict,,,anti-rejection meds exactly 12 hours apart,,,9a and 9p,,,,and as thrilled as I am about having him home,,,it's still very scary to be so far from the hospital,,,,to be kicked out of the nest so to speak,,,,,but all in all,,,he is doing really, really well,,,,,he has a friend over now,,,,,they're staying very low key,,,and we have to be very careful that anyone who comes in contact with him show no signs of illness,,and washes hands frequently,,,as we all must do,,,,,,

anyway,,,,you really are one of those people who God must have put here knowing the rest of us couldn't do without,,,,

please again,,,,accept our sincerest gratitude,,,and also,,please let me know if you would like any other or additional info,,,,

all the best to you and your family,,,,

Dee Lafontaine

